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Abstract. 

Education is an important instrument for every society, that wants to 
develop and prosper. It is through functional Universal Basic 
Education (UBE) that the eradication of illiteracy is possible to make 
the Nigerian child literate as targeted by the year 2015 by the United 
Nation Millennium Declaration in September 2000. It is against this 
background that this paper focuses attention on the Universal Basic 
Education: its objectives and targets, the millennium development 
goals and, challenges facing its achievement of millennium 
development goals in Nigeria. Solutions to the challenges facing 
Universal Basic Education, conclusions and recommendations were 
preferred finally conclusion was drawn. 

 
 

Education is the right of every individual no matter the geographical location 
from which he comes from. Igbuzor (2006) submitted that education is a human right 
that should be accorded to all human beings solely by reason of being human, and since 
no adult can do without first being a child, primary education is designed to provide 
bedrock of the rest forms of education an individual may later intend to acquire. The 
most meaningful asset that can be given to a child is the right to qualitative education. 
The basic qualitative education must be committed to total eradication of illiteracy and 
to awake the individual for all-ground development of the human potentials. The basic 
education must be functional for the Nigerian child to live a self-dependent and self-
supporting life. Children being tomorrow’s leaders need to have access to qualitative 
education if the expected future is to be favourable. The child’s qualitative and 
Universal Basic Education has however become a global debate as different countries,  
Journal of Resourcefulness and Distinction, Volume 1 No. 1,  April,  2012  



 
 

113 
 

Nigeria inclusive, have come to realize its importance. This followed the declaration of 
education for all (EFA) in 1990 with Universal Access to Learning as its 1st goal. The 
Nigeria’s universal Basic education programme(UBE)is therefore aimed at achieving 
this declaration of Education For All (EFA) in 1990, to comply with global issues and 
to fulfill the nations commitment to international conventions, such as EFA, and MDGs 
goals. This paper discusses how to achieve the Universal Basic Education through the 
Millennium Development Goals target of 2015 that every Nigerian child should be 
literate. 
 
Universal Basic Education (UBE) 

The Universal Basic Education (UBE) was launched in Sokoto state by the 
former President-Olusegun Obasanjo in 1999 as a reform programme and also an, 
expression of government’s desire to entrench viable participatory democracy and 
enhance national socio-economic development as a consequence of a free and 
compulsory basic education. This was intended as evidence of Nigeria’s commitment to 
the world Declaration on Education For All at Jointien in Thailand (1990) and Dakar 
(2000), as well as the New Delhi Declaration of (1991) and the follow up conference in 
Beijing (2001), requiring stringent effort by E-9 countries (nine countries of the world 
with the largest concentration of illiterate adults) to drastically reduce illiteracy within 
the shortest possibly time. Universal Basic Education programme (UBE) also 
demonstrates Nigeria’s acceptance of the Durban statement of commitment (1998) and 
the OAU Decade of education in Africa (1997-2006) requiring African states to 
broaden access to quality education as a foundation stone for the continent (UBEC , 
2004). 

As stipulated in the National Policy on Education (FRN 2004) section (3) sub-
section 15 and 16 basic education which shall be of 9 years duration, comprising, 6 
years of Primary Education and 3 years of Junior Secondary Education. This shall be 
free and compulsory and shall also include Adult and Non-Formal Education 
programmes at primary and junior secondary education levels. For adults and out- of – 
school youths. Its specific goals shall be the same as the goals of the levels of education 
to which it applies. UBE is the foundation for sustainable life-long learning by 
providing reading, writing and numeracy skills. It comprises a wide variety of formal 
and non-formal educational activities, and programmes designed to enable learners 
acquire functional literacy. It aims at equipping individuals with such knowledge, skills 
and attitude that will enable them live meaningful and fulfilled lives and contribute to 
the development of the society, derive maximum social, economic and cultural benefits 
from the society and discharge their civic obligations competently as stipulated in the 
National Policy on Education (FME,2004). 
 
Objectives of Universal Basic Education  

Education is for sustainable life long learning and for the acquisition of 
numeracy skills. In the Nigeria context, basic education includes primary, junior 
secondary and Nomadic Education as well as adult education. 

The national objectives which basic education seeks to achieve includes: 
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1.  Developing in the entire citizenry, a strong consciousness for education and 
strong commitment to its vigorous promotion. 

2.  The provision of free, universal basic education for every Nigerian child of 
school going age. 

3.  Reducing drastically the incident of drop out from formal school system 
(through improved, relevance, quality and efficiency). 

4.  Catering for the learning needs of young persons who for one reason or 
another have had to interrupt their schooling through appropriate forms of 
complementary approaches to the provision and promotion of basic education. 

5.  Ensuring the acquisition of the appropriate levels of literacy, numeracy, 
manipulative, communicative and life skills as well as the ethical moral and 
civic values needed for laying a solid foundation for lifelong learning (UBEC 
2004). 
 

The Universal Basic Education Targets 
The main aim and target of the UBE programme is to make universal primary 

and junior secondary education on every Nigerian child of school going age. Its stated 
targets to be achieved by 2015 include the following: 
1.  100% to graduate from basic education institutions, possessing, literacy, 

numeracy and basic life skills so as to live meaningfully in the society and 
contribute to the national development. 

2.  80% of basic education teachers to have Nigeria certificate in education 
(NCE). 3. 50% basic education schools for conducive teaching and learning 
environment and also to eliminate gender disparity in basic education . 
readdress all forms of disadvantage and promise inclusive education, among 
others (Obanya 2010). 

 
The Millennium Development Goals Objectives. 

The objective of the MDGs are to promote development by providing social 
and economic conditions in under-developed countries’ MDGs goals derived from 
international development targets as established at the millennium summit in 2000 for 
which eight goals were promoted. (Microsoft Encarta, 2008). It is as a result of this 
that, the MDGs is in line with Nigerian UBE Scheme target, among other, that by the 
year 2015, there will be: 

1. Eradication of extreme poverty and hunger. 
2. Achieve Universal Primary Education 
3. Promote Gender Equity and Empower Women 
4. Reduce child mortality 
5. Improve maternal health 
6. Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria and other diseases. 
7. Ensure environment sustainability, and  
8. Develop a global partnership for development 
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Challenges Facing Millennium Development Goals in Nigeria 
By the year 2015 Nigeria hopes to meet the target of the millennium development 

goals that all school age children will be able to read and write. There are some 
problems which need to be addressed if Nigeria is to meet that target. The following are 
some of the challenges: 

 
Economic factors: Poverty is a major problem confronting the average Nigerian. 
Relatively, most parents especially widows and widowers with plenty children can not 
afford the three meals of their children, let alone sending them to schools. Children 
therefore are forced to go out even during school hours to work and support the family. 
Obanya (2010) asserted that economic factor among other things posed threat to girls 
and women education as there are cases where parents can not forgo the contributions 
made by children in the home field and in petty trading. 

 
Finance: Although the Universal Basic Education is free to the school children, 
instructional materials, infrastructure and facilities will be provided, some families still 
find it difficult to provide little finance needed to support their children education. 
Some families are so poor that the cost of providing school uniform, school materials 
and even meals may be too much a burden on them. Such parents therefore tell their 
children and wards to stay at home, thereby depriving them from enjoying access to 
basic education. Inadequate awareness, Akinbote (2010) refers to this as illiteracy, 
cultural and religious factors: that is the believe of some communities to ensure girls to 
remain pure and avoid immoral sexual relationship until after marriage, and to preserve 
other values prevent them from sending their children to school. Relatively, most 
people that live in rural areas are not fully aware of the importance of education to 
human development. Some of them see it as a mere waste of time and money, while to 
some it creates unnecessary exposure especially to females there by making them 
become rude to their husbands and relations of lower academic status.  

 
Geographical location of school: The distance from school constitutes a big barriers 
to basic education accessibility. Most public primary schools are not located were 
children can easily have access to them. They are either too far or too hilly to where 
they live. if the only primary school  situated in that area is far away from the children 
it may not be easy to trek and they may not be interested in going to the school .e g  in 
human settlement such as swamps, creeks, hills and mountains , this can hinder the 
Childs physical access to Universal Basic Education. How can these children meet the 
Millennium Development Goals demands by the year 2015 to have access to complete 
and compulsory primary education, since they are expected to spend six (6) years in the 
primary school.  
 
Conclusion  

From all indication one can see that education is a right to every individual 
child in the society, irrespective of one colour or where one comes from. To achieve the 
Millennium Development Goals by the year 2015, there is still much more to be done 
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in order to meet that target. The idea of achieving universal accessibility and quality 
education is still a matter of concern. It is true that a functional Universal Basic 
Education (UBE) will eradicate illiteracy and make the Nigerian child literate and 
contribute to the development of the Nigerian society if the well planned programmes 
are well implemented.  
 
Recommendations 

Based on the discussion in this paper, the following recommendations are 
made. 

1.  Government should increase funds allocated to public primary schools and 
provide adequate facilities and learning materials. 

2.  Parents should be empowered economically and socially through various poverty 
alleviation programmes. 

3.  Government should increase awareness campaigns by educating rural people on 
importance of education on media, such as radio, posters, film. Shows on 
projectors etc. 

4.  Implements laws on parents that refuse to send their children and wards to primary 
and junior secondary school. 

5.  There should be local community mobilization for effective vocational training 
primary school e.g  by inviting local people for demonstration by arts, crafts and 
other trades of the locality. 

6.   Teachers should be well motivated through prompt payments of salary 
allowances.  

7.   The issue of large class room (congestion should be looked into by building more 
classroom  

8.  Even the non-governmental organizations and parents should help in the provision 
of learning resources in order to motivate the government to assist more. 

9.  There should be proper and intensive supervision of Universal Basic Education 
programmes by the government from time to time. 
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